
experience of books or reading for pleasure. Please 
do help if you can!

To count towards our target all donations have to 
be made online during the period of the Challenge 
between 3rd and 10th December 2019. To do this 
enter:

https://donate.thebiggive.org.uk/campaign/
a051r00001JJPSTAA5

This will take you to the TVS Christmas Challenge 
Campaign page where you will be able to make 
a donation once the Challenge begins on 3rd 
December. This link can only be used once the 
Challenge has started. In the meantime, please 
phone Sue Richards on 07884 185930 or email 
sueclarichards@gmail.com for more detailed 
instructions or reminders nearer the time. It will 
also be useful for us to know what is coming in!
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The Big Give
Christmas Challenge! 
 
Once again TVS is lucky enough to be participating 
in The Big Give Christmas Challenge, a massive 
matched-funding event that raises thousands 
of pounds for chosen charities. Last year our 
supporters contributed an amazing £11,600 
which was then added to by Gift Aid and by our 
wonderful sponsor, the Coles-Medlock Foundation.
 
This year we are aiming to achieve the same 
amount with the money going towards our new 
reading project - providing books, training for 
teachers and setting up community-based after 
school reading clubs. Every penny we raise during 
the campaign will contribute to support this 
amazing work for children who have very little 

Study Camp at Hobbiton
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Golden October

Margaret Kiloh, founding member of TVS, is back 
as our Chair. She has just returned from Tyume 
Valley where there was much to be celebrated. 

Margaret writes:

“On October 4th 2019 there was a memorial lecture 
for our Founder Archie Sibeko (aka Zola Zembe).

It also coincided with a visit from our TechLearn 
funder - The Solon Foundation. Co-ordinators 
Lydene Naylor and Vuvu Thomi and I met the 
Solon representative Cecily Salmon at Phandulwazi 
Agricultural High School to show her the teaching 
environment for the TechLearn programme. 
Learners presented some of their work and chatted 
with Cecily about their future ambitions”.

Festile Soga Primary School had prepared a 
celebration to thank TVS for introducing their 
children to computers and improving their English 
language skills. After traditional dancing and praise 
singing for those involved (not forgetting Vicky) 
the learners were presented with certificates and a 
huge cake was cut and slices distributed. Celebrations at Festilesoga School

Pallo Jordan with specially commissioned portrait of ZZ

Celebrations at Festilesoga School
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Launch of ASREC

After lunch the heritage memorial lecture at 
University of Fort Hare was given by former Arts 
and Culture Minister Pallo Jordan. Mr. Jordan 
gave a masterly summary of the part played by 
the Tyume area in the education and the struggles 
of the heroes against apartheid and of the role 
played by Archie Sibeko in organising opposition 
to the apartheid regime within South Africa and 
international support for the ANC while in exile.
 
“The occasion provided an opportunity to formally 
launch the Archie Sibeko Rural Education 
Consortium (ASREC) with a speech by its 
Chairman, Vanguard Mkosana, outlining the values 
of the organisation and calling on those present to 
endorse its mission of providing quality education 
to children in rural areas. Messages of support were 
forthcoming from the Vice Chancellor of UFH, 
Archie’s Union, the South African Transport and 
Allied Workers Union (SATAWU), the Mayor of 
Raymond Mhlaba Municipality, the South African 
Lottery Commission (which funded the event) and 
last but not the least, TVS and ASREC.

TechLearn

One of our main projects is TechLearn, which 
combines English and IT skills.

Ninety-six learners from eight schools have just 
completed the programme which this year focussed 
on the topics of Animals of Africa and Myths and 



Page 4

Fables. The children learned how to summarise 
their work on PowerPoint slides and how to use 
Word to write their own stories.

Committee Member Steph Gallier visited Tyume 
in July 2019 to deliver a training programme for 
teachers along with Ann Smailes from Rhodes 
University. All the teachers worked hard and 
enthusiastically on the next term’s topic and Steph 
was able to observe lessons and give feedback to 
teachers. She was impressed with how much the 
teachers had developed since her last visit three 
years ago.

Stephanie with teachers on the training 
programme

Updates
Reading Project

Our local worker Vuvu spends two hours a week 
with grade 4 learners in school and has been 
encouraged to use activities with puppets and role 
play. She is also now working with community 
volunteers in two villages to set up After School 
Reading Clubs.

School leavers’ camp

At the beginning of December two new volunteers, 
Jane and Ian Roscow, will be making their first trip 
to Tyume Valley to run a two week study camp for 
school leavers. Many of the leavers have had very 
little or limited experience of IT and may have 
rarely heard English spoken by native speakers. 
The camp will give them increased confidence 
and new skills to help them achieve good grades 
to enable them to move on to higher education or 
employment. Please do help if you can!

Fundraising

Thank you to all our supporters, including the 
Coles Medlock Foundation who have supported 
TVS in the Big Give for several years; Pinmar, a 
superyacht painting company based in Mallorca 
who have been sponsoring our work for over 
ten years through their annual Charity Golf 
Tournament, and The Solon Foundation which 
has sponsored the TechLearn programme for two 
years. We are immensely grateful for the huge 
difference this has made to our work to develop 
the educational potential of children living in the 
Tyume Valley.

Thanks to everyone who has walked, baked cakes 
and run quizzes and other events.

Please donate to our TVS 
Christmas Challenge Campaign

https://donate.thebiggive.
org.uk/campaign/

a051r00001JJPSTAA5


