
IT Study Camp December 2018

Teenagers in Tyume Valley are not tech savvie like 
teenagers in UK. Few families can afford phones or 
tablets and connectivity. So in December 2018 TVS 
ran a two week study camp for school leavers who 
were expected to do well in their Matric exams and 
go on to university or further education.

The camp was run by TVS volunteers Stephanie 
and Tim Gallier, supported by TVS’ IT trainers 
Vuvu and Nontombi and local volunteer Selby.

The camp aimed to enable students to use 
Microsoft Office to access the internet for research 
and e mail, in preparation for further education and 
employment. It was also hoped to improve students’ 
spoken English and confidence in speaking to a 
group. Twenty seven students from 4 schools took 
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This year we said good bye to Vicky Riley who has 
been our stalwart local organiser for 6 years. She 
has returned to UK with her beloved dogs. We have 
a great replacement in Lydene Naylor. Read more 
about her on page 3.

We would also like to say thanks to longstanding 
trustees standing down at this year’s AGM: 
Margaret Woodward, Geraldine Palmer and Liz 
Button. Additionally Sue and Caroline will stand 
down as Joint Chairs.

We are actively seeking to recruit new trustees so if 
you have some time and talents get in touch. 

IT study camp students at Fort Hare 
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part in a residential course for a week at Hobbiton 
Outdoor Centre, alternating between outdoor 
activities and learning basics of Word, Powerpoint 
and Excel. The students produced a variety of 
documents and presentations. For the second 
week we were able to use the computer lab at the 
University of Fort Hare, with fast wifi connections 
and helpful technicians. Students were able to 
do research on potential careers and business 
ideas, compiled CV’s and designed Powerpoint 
presentations for a business start up. These were 
delivered in a ”Dragons’ Den” style to a small 
group of study camp tutors and local community 
members.

The students were highly motivated, worked 
incredibly hard and made major achievements to 
boost their future study and career prospects.

February Study Camp 2019

Ninety-five Grade 7 learners from 8 different rural 
primary schools had the experience of a life time 
with a three day educational outdoor study camp. 
Whilst the learners negotiated their way down a 9 
metre abseiling tower, whizzed along a zip wire 
and viewed waterfalls on adventure hikes, nine 
local teachers received hands on training from Liz 
Button and Sally Hamilton. Lessons learnt in the 
training sessions were then applied in educational 
games and activities with the learners.

With the theme of the camp and subsequent 
Techlearn sessions being “Crime “ the South 
African Police Service were invited to give a talk 
to the learners. They sent a considerable number of 
police staff including social workers to talk with 
the youngsters. 

As an educator in one of the
Tyume Valley schools I have had my 

learners benefit from the training and
they went on to study at the

University of Fort Hare in Alice where they 
could use comfortably the only computer 
lab that was available in a 100km radius.

“To me this is a good and excellent course 
for young people from rural areas and it 

does wonders.”

”I think you have done so well to me 
by giving me more information about 
computers and now it is in my hands.”
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There was a wonderful spirit at the camp where 
learners felt free to come out of their shells, sing 
beautifully, laugh and play and learn.

TVS has been working in Tyume Valley for over 
fifteen years but the need for increased computer 
literacy and English skills continues. 

Lydene with teachers at Hobbiton

“I have no words to express the
joy and enthusiasm and fun my learners 

had during the camp, it was written
all over their faces on Monday.

Really full of appreciation,
keep up the good work.”

Principal, Festile Soga School.

Next term the English focus will be on Myths, 
Legends and Fables. The children will read a range 
of stories and analyse the features which they will 
use in their own writing. They will learn to draft, 
edit and present their stories using word processing 
software in the computer lab. 

My Road to Tyume Valley

Our new local organiser, Lydene, writes about her 
experiences, since joining TVS. Before that she 
graduated from Rhodes University, ran her own 
business and home schooled her children.

“At the beginning of 2018 I was unemployed and 
invited to attend a TVS teachers’ training session. 
Fortunately for me there was an opening and a 
once a week teaching slot turned into two or three 
times a week.

From the start I enjoyed delivering the lessons 
and interacting with grade 6 learners. The children 
are at an amazingly receptive age and it is most 
rewarding to watch their skills developing.

I was most excited when I was invited to join TVS, 
on a part time basis as Project Co-ordinator and 
administrator. In addition I teach the Tech Learn 
programme to Grade 7 learners.

More about TechLearn

TechLearn combines English Language and IT 
teaching. Ninety six children from eight schools 
will be following the programme.

We continue to support the eleven teachers with 
training each term and follow up observations. 
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I have enjoyed discovering more about the area 
that I live in whilst driving dusty, bumpy roads, 
rural roads to visit primary schools in the remote 
villages. Seeing the profound and direct impact 
that the TVS TechLearn program has on the lives 
of children is incredibly satisfying and rewarding. 
It is indeed a great honour to be a working part 
of an organisation that is making a multi-faceted 
difference to the lives of future generations and the 
current leadership generation, through the tutoring 
program. I welcome this opportunity to ‘give back’ 
something to my greater community and to spread 
the benefits and ethos of a wonderful education that 
I was most privileged to experience. I look forward 
to navigating my way along this new and exciting 
journey with TVS and to growing alongside the 
future generations.”

Fundraising

Thanks to all our wonderful donors – old and 
new- and to our terrific champions, the Coles-
Medlock Foundation we had our best ever Big 
Give Christmas Challenge ever in 2018. We raised 
nearly £20,000 which is just over half the funds we 
need for our 2019 programme. We hope to enter 
the challenge again this November. So please do 
contact sueclarichards@gmail.com if you are able 
to help.

Each year £10,000 comes from our regular monthly 
givers together with the Gift Aid they generate.

Sussex Cake Walk for TVS
Saturday 22nd June 2019

Delicious cakes and a family walk
2.5 miles, 2.00 pm

Individual donation £7.50
Family £20

Contact Wendy Maples 01273 480 834
for more information.

We are also grateful to the Keswick to Barrow 
charity walk committee for several years of 
generous support, as well as providing some much 
enjoyed exercise for our volunteers.

A further substantial grant came from the Solon 
foundation in South Africa specifically for our 
TechLearn Programme, which combines English 
and I.T.learning. 

As part of our efforts to find new ways of 
raising`funds for TVS two of our supporters have 
kindly arranged an afternoon tea and guided walk. 

We are hoping coffee mornings or afternoon teas 
are a means by which our wonderful supporters can 
become involved in fundraising. If you would be 
willing to set up your own similar fundraiser please 
contact Wendy Maples on 01273 480834.

THANK YOU
for all your support

mailto:sueclarichards@gmail.com

